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This has been discussed with the 

Democratic leadership. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 

objection? 
Mr. KENNEDY. Reserving the right 

to object, I would like to see if we 
could give at least some assurances to 
the Members about when we would 
come back to deal with the education 
legislation. 

As the Senator himself knows, this is 
our one chance every 5 or 6 years to try 
to deal with this issue. We have been 
making some progress during the 
course of these last few days. We do not 
have a whole long list of amendments, 
and we are prepared to deal with short 
time limits. 

I am wondering now whether the 
leader could give us at least some idea 
when we are going to come back to it. 

Mr. LOTT. Let me again emphasize, 
first, that this would provide for a vote 
at 9:30 in the morning on the motion to 
proceed to the Africa and CBI trade 
bill. If it is agreed to, then the cloture 
vote, by agreement, will be Thursday 
morning at 10:30. 

With regard to the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act, our col-
leagues probably are aware we have al-
ready agreed that there are two more 
amendments that, by unanimous con-
sent, we would go to next—the Ste-
vens-Jeffords and others amendment; 
to be followed by a Kennedy amend-
ment. So we have the next group of two 
amendments that would be in order. 

I have discussed this with Senator 
DASCHLE. It is our intent, now that we 
have appropriations bills that are be-
coming available, that, for probably 
now on into the summer, we are going 
to be dual-tracking bills wherever it is 
necessary, so we can get an appropria-
tions bill done or an urgent bill such as 
the conference report on Africa trade 
and CBI. There is a belief we should go 
ahead and get that done and move to 
appropriations bills when they are 
available, and then come back to the 
authorizations, whether it is the ele-
mentary and secondary education bill 
or trade bill or whatever it may be. 

So it is our intent to come back to 
ESEA and proceed with the amend-
ments that it is already been agreed we 
will consider next while we work to see 
if we can get another grouping of two 
or more amendments to be considered. 

I agree, there has been good debate. 
The amendments have been focused on 
elementary and secondary education, 
and we have amendments still pending 
on both sides that relate to that. As 
long as there is that kind of coopera-
tion and progress being made, I think 
we should continue to pursue it. 

So it is my intent to come back to el-
ementary and secondary education, if 
not later on this week, then next week, 
when we have a window. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ap-
preciate what the Senator has said. As 
I understand, he will make the best ef-

fort to come back to it this week, but 
we will have an opportunity to come 
back to it next week. Is that the lead-
er’s plan? 

Mr. LOTT. That is my hope and in-
tent. We should be able to do that and 
continue to move appropriations bills, 
also. 

Again, it will take cooperation on 
the MILCON construction appropria-
tions bill, which does have the military 
funding for Kosovo and for the fuel 
costs. We have the agriculture bill that 
is available that has, I believe, the dis-
aster funding in it in addition to the 
regular agricultural appropriations 
programs. And the Foreign Operations 
bill has been reported. 

But we will work with the leadership 
as to exactly when those will come up. 
We will try to move through those 
three as quickly as we can and try to 
move the Africa trade bill with the CBI 
provisions, and the ESEA. I think 
those three appropriations bills and 
these two—the conference report and 
this authorization bill—will take the 
remainder of the time probably for the 
next couple weeks. We are going to 
stay on it. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, just 
further reserving the right to object, 
and I will not object, I take the assur-
ances of the leader that we will return 
to this in every expectation next week. 
I think there are many of us who be-
lieve this issue is of equal importance 
to a number of the appropriations bills, 
since we are talking about appropria-
tions next fall, next October, and we 
are running late in terms of the ESEA. 
So there is a real sense of urgency 
about it. But I am grateful to the lead-
er for giving us those assurances. 

I do not object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 

objection? 
Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Several Senators addressed the 

Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, if I could 

go further, I ask unanimous consent 
that the time between 9:30 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. on Thursday be equally di-
vided in the usual form on the subject 
of the African and CBI trade bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LOTT. Therefore, a rollcall vote 
will occur at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
and a vote is scheduled for 10:30 a.m. on 
Thursday. There may be additional 
votes after that. 

I think Members should expect addi-
tional votes on Thursday, although we 
have not agreed to what they would be 
at this point. 

I do want to note that I certainly be-
lieve the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act is very important. That 
is why we have been on it the second 
week. We have given a lot of time to it. 
I think that is fine. This is a high pri-

ority in the minds of the American 
people and every State in the Nation, 
and with us. 

However, the appropriations bills 
each have emergency provisions in 
them—an emergency for the Kosovo 
funding and the fuel costs for our mili-
tary; the agriculture bill has the emer-
gency disaster funding in it, though 
some of it for North Carolina, and ex-
pected disasters; and the Foreign Oper-
ations bill has funding in it for the 
very dangerous situation involving Co-
lombian drugs. That is why we are 
going to be trying to move those as 
quickly as possible. 

I thank my colleagues and announce 
there will be no further votes this 
evening. 

f 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
ACT—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3139 
(Purpose: To provide for early learning 

programs, and for other purposes) 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I have 

an amendment at the desk and ask for 
its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the amendment. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows:

The Senator from Alaska [Mr. STEVENS], 
for himself, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. 
DODD, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. BOND, Mr. KERRY, 
Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. SMITH 
of Oregon, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. L. CHAFEE, Mr. 
BAUCUS, Mr. MURKOWSKI, Mr. ROBB, Mr. 
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. WELLSTONE, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms. SNOWE, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. KERREY, Mr. SPECTER, and 
Mr. WARNER proposes an amendment num-
bered 3139.

Mr. STEVENS. I ask unanimous con-
sent reading of the amendment be dis-
pensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The text of the amendment is print-
ed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Amend-
ments Submitted.’’) 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I yield 
to the Senator from West Virginia to 
make a short statement. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia.

f 

KOSOVO AMENDMENT 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee today 
adopted, by a very strong bipartisan 
vote, an amendment authored by Sen-
ator WARNER and myself that addresses 
the ongoing role of United States par-
ticipation in the Kosovo peacekeeping 
operation. Our amendment, which was 
attached to a Kosovo supplemental ap-
propriations package, is cosponsored 
by Senator STEVENS and a number of 
other Senators on both the Appropria-
tions and Armed Services Committees. 
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